
Charter Township of Raisin

Minutes of Planning Commission October 28, 2008

Submitted by Cheryl Benham, Secretary

Meeting called to order at 7:36 p.m. by Chairperson, Dale Witt.

Members present:  Dale Witt, Bob Utter, Steve McGee, David McCrate and Cheryl Benham.

Jimmy Colburn Absent – excused.

Ron Weber Absent – Un-excused

Agenda:
Utter motioned to accept October 28, 2008 agenda, seconded by McCrate.  Motion carried.

Minutes:  
McCrate motioned to accept September 23, 2008 meeting minutes, seconded by Utter.  Motion carried.  

Public Comments:
There were none.

Public Hearings:
There were none.

Communications: 
State leg has passed renewable energy bills and senate bill 213 was passed.  This has to due with wind turbines; this bill does not override local ordinances.

Discussion was held on how to replace members; the Planning Commission will be reduced to 5 members at the beginning of 2009.  There was also discussion about the board representative and that will be discussed after the election.

There is a site plan application that might be coming to the Planning Commission, it was recommended that the applicant go before the Township Board first for a “fact finding” first.

The August issue of the Planning News has a lot of good information relating to zoning and updating master plans.

Meeting Business:


There was discussion regarding the master plan, goals and polices section.  There was also discussion regarding who will put together the master plan, can OHM assist the Planning Commission or who?

Comments were received via email dated October 27, 2008 from Commissioner Colburn, regarding his opinions on the goals and policies for the Master Plan.

Motion by McCrate to approve the Land Use Goals and Policies dated 9/24/08 revision E to move to the Township Board, support McGee.  Roll Call Vote: 

McGee – Yes
McCrate – Yes, Utter – Yes, Benham – Yes, Witt – Yes – APPROVED ALL.

SIGN ORDINANCE

There was discussion regarding proposed sign ordinance changes.  There were some questions raised that we’ll get answers before the next meeting.  It might be advantageous to have Mr. Hutchison come to another meeting to discuss this issue.

Planning Commission to Board:

After considerable time and effort the Planning Commission is submitted a draft of the Goals and Policies for the Master Plan to the Township Board for their consideration.

The Planning Commission is requesting that any remaining 2008 budget money for the Planning Commission be used towards the preparation of the Township's master plan document.

Agenda Set For: November 11, 2008

At 8:55 p.m. motion to adjourn was made by McGee, seconded by Utter.  Motion carried.


